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Data has not only become "the new oil," but also it is the catalyst that is driving organizations to new levels of success. In the past years, there has been a rise of powerful analytics and adoption of new platforms and tools emerging to tap into the power offered by data efficiently. Below are the most significant trends in 2018 that are shaping data management.
The emergence of the Chief Data Officer
Data management requires a strategic approach. Consequently, the numbers of chief data officers has been increasing; the growth is fueled by the need for specialized leadership. It is because as data continues to multiply, it will become more crucial for an organization to task someone with the responsibility for data transformation strategy of the company. The chief data officer will be essential in assisting companies to bridge the gap between operations and IT, taking the overall data management responsibility. Examples of such responsibilities are legitimizing data, overseeing the movement of data, and leveraging emerging technologies to facilitate digitization of customer experience and inspire change (O'Brien & Marakas, 2005).
Software-defined storage
Storage vendors are embracing software-defined principles of storage to offer compossible storage across several systems. The trend of software-based storage will speed up as more organizations such as IBM Spectrum Solution that adds clusters to support cognitive workloads and Artificial intelligence. More so, all-flash arrays are innovating with fast data reduction, greater density, and new technology. The use of scale-out flash storage with automated archiving, seamless tiering and more features is currently trending (Bughin & Chui & Manyika, 2010).

The increase use of the Internet of Things
The Internet of Things (IoT) might be considered to be one the most disruptive technology trends observed in the data management space. As the Internet of Things becomes global, the effects of the hyper-connected universe can be seen. Since IoT produces vast amounts of data, these sources will potentially offer non-traditional information such as audio and video that can be incorporated to promote quality insights. In spite of the form, an organization must analyze the data in tandem with multiple sources to provide value. Therefore, when implemented correctly, Internet of Things offers institutions or companies exceptional opportunities to optimize energy, labor, and other resources; drive efficiencies; function more competitively; and cut costs.
Henceforth, more industries will aggressively embrace IoT. We will begin to see more satellite and drone data integrated with other operational and IoT data to make more granular insights and signatures. The combination of IoT and big data will continue to present opportunities for an organization to analyze and blend even vast datasets for additional insights through the use of artificial intelligence (Foster & Kesselman, 2003).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another facet of the Internet of Things will be the use of real-time response to IoT sensors. The degree in which a company can consume data from many IoT sensors can set the difference between running blind and acquiring good situational awareness. The traditional processes of serial batch that initially were preferred to collect remote sensing data centrally have proven to be utterly inadequate. Thus, it is through parallel real-time data access can an organization keep abreast with high-fidelity inputs from superior devices and can quickly react to thwart threats and bypass malfunctions.

Location intelligence platforms
Location intelligence platforms have the most profound effect on data-driven organizations. It is because location intelligence holds enormous potential for better comprehension of customer requirements. Such platforms are constructed to visualize and analyze location data and allow a business analyst to obtain insights.
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